
The Devil’s bed of straw

The Devil’s bed of straw on the rectory heath

Kongerslev Rectory Heath has vent into a cold and humid haze. Even the sheep in 
their warm wool seem to shake themselves in the hills this cold and dark December 
afternoon.

Suddenly the sun finds its way through the clouds. The light brings life back on the 
Heath. It is Christmas and what you least expects to find, standing there on the heath 
bathed in the few rays of sunshine: A thorny shrub with yellow flowers. Flowers in 
December? Now, nature is surely entirely out of order?

A look in the book of flora shows that this particular bush has to bloom now. The 
shrub on the heath is the gorse, Ulex europaeus, or in Danish ‘tornblad’. Here in 
Himmerland in Jutland it is also known as The Devil’s bed of straw. The name seems 
reasonable when you touch the spiny leaves of the shrub.

The Ulex europaeus grows well on the heath’s sandy soil, but is still pretty rare. It was 
not originally wild in Denmark. Way back in the middle of the 1800s the gorse was 
proposed to grow in the lean soiled moors of Jutland. The idea was to chop and crush 
young branches and leaves in the winter and then use it as forage for horses, cattle and 
pigs. The dry plant could simultaneously be used as fuel.

All this is history now, but The Devil’s bed of straw, with its yellow flowers continue 
to bring life to the cold, dark rectory heath in the shortest days of winter.
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The Devil’s bed of straw

The gorse, Ulex europaeus, December 2006
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